A metre here, a few extra
millimetres there: how an inventive
renovation of a Nelson family
home vielded big results.
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There's a side to architect Jeremy Smith that
enjovs sowing confusion. How elae to explain his
delight when passershy atop in surprise cukzide
hisz family home? An example of 19608 modernism
aet on a plinth above aquist Melson strsat, it has been
transformed by 8mith inte a gemuine “doubls take”
horzse by twee arresting adklitions

Crrwning the garage at the southerm end i3 an
abvioualy contemporary Black stesl and timber ko,
about e matrea wids, datkly glazed and ambinioas,
Housing for a stainway, pethaps? At the other end, and
equally af oddawith its conventional fagads, the little
brizk house is framed by, well, by a frame, a rectancis
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of iehistralk-acale stesl muspended helowr the gable
Sesn from the road, its function o't clear at all

In fact, both additions are entirelr puarpoesful,
necedsany elements of the amchitest's dever
rearmangsment of a much-lorsd ut teo-amall house
inte a hetme for a family of five

Funnily encgh, winen Smith angl his partnst
Crenaviave Momizseyr bought the Alex Bosrman
degigned bowae in 2005, ita bijoa scals was part of the
artracticn, deapite having three davahtera = Bonita, 14
Seanets, 11, ard seven-year-old Coco Pham. Bowman,
whe virtually single-handedly infreduced international
modernism to Melzon in the 19603, had designed this

one for & retited comiple. He sat the home amall, hrick
and slaghtly bnatalist againat a neighbourhood of
el hegitage villag,

The Momizsey-Smiths admirsd Bowman's plan
and crafted detailing: they iked the way hetl gazed
it heavily to the western strest-sile and north, while
misdntalning privacy elaewhers, and they koved] the
elewated site. Buf even after convarting the original
twiin stacles into bedrooms, they were atill cne short,

Lack of direct access to the gardsn wad ancther wasus,

Smith's plan began with an acknowisdgament
of the limita. He didn't fesl inhibited by Bowman'a
stahs as a prominent koal architect, but he ancepted

celabrated, really = what his predeceasor didl with
the housa,

“Adex Bowman didn't intere] thes houss to get any
bigoet,” Jeramy 2aya. “That s why e mads a small,
vary contained bock building on a plinth. 8o wes 1sally
necded to find a way of slopgating 1t and creating
apace, without 1t appearing biggst.”

The cirouit braaker waa the additien of & new
beclrom = that mrstery o gitting on the gamge,
apprcpriately a 13th hathday presant for Bonita, Vieswed
from matside it sesms too narrows, but inside, Tandia
liks, it douldes, comrtably accommodating a ked,
dlesk andd windomwe soat
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“The plaze feslz much longet, even thewgh we've
onby added a couple of metres,” says Jeremy, whoge
other kg play is ab the cppoaite ardd of the howse, where
he has cpened acoeas o the outsids from the dining
apace. Al af last, the penny drops as v the point of
that massire stesl frame: it's thers to support concoste
ataps to the garden. There'a o deck, although a wider,
platform-hke step immediately cutside the dining space
provides a combrtakde spot to enioy a drink in the sun.

Moarremils, Smith has rewrorhsd the ouse's
eaatern side by cantilesering the kitchen and bath
rocins ik to the existing save. [ a cage of playing
amall for bag resuilia, he's added ust GO0 millimstras
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in wilth to secure a kitchen with a rsturn bench, phas
much-nesdsd separation of W, bathroom and showar
MSaning N mote Fam queuss in the comdor “None
i 1t had been changesd since the 13603, 30 we've taken
the chancs toupdate kitchen andd ssrvices,” he sars
They have also introducsd a darker palstis,
adding carbonated ash joinsry and muted wall tonss
“The lenger we live in Nelzon the more we are awars
cf honey brght the sun i3 hers, and this ittle howaes
haa & ot of glass, Ws've actively heing maldng it
diarher and darker.”
{enevieve also made a happy discovery when
ahe foand that stntters to the west-facmg lving room

wrindceera ware not follies, as she'dl swapected, ot ussful
featuras. They'vwe heen retained and produce a bovely
diffused light af the end of the day

It'a the aimplicity and economy of all these gea
tares that impresa. Jeremy has played with Bowman's
creation without upstaging it The adkditions read
unambigueush as nesw elements, bt alec as being
cleary secondary to the old house, New windows ans
left uniframes], and the dark ash wmery effectivaly
highlights the warmth of the criginal nmm. “We wers
abwraya leen that vou wiould oo alde o sastly tell whas
wraz here first,” saya the architest. “The obd howae still
feals more important than the things we've done to it."

Genevieve remiarks that visitors tend to he amazed
at howe meech haa boen achieved insids, becamize the
fagade iz essentialy unchanged. “For the kids to hanve
their own space 13 Entadtic, They'te morcived in ot
Ivea sndlassly, but now thers's some space for them
to do their own thing.'

And she has a nies takes on the sElationship of okl
and] mewr, likening wiak they'we done with Bowrman'a
creation to the collabomnona that architects constanthy
engATs in

“We came in to this houss and we worksd with the
idaas that were alreadly here = 22, in this case, it's been
a oollabomation orer tima.” @
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Design-wise, what's your favourite
ara’

Probabhy the Wicteran s [ don't go for
maodern things, and [ think the apart
ment is induatrial encwgh, without the
furniture being stack a3 weell! [ akso lowe
deco, My favourite botel is the Chatean
Marmont in Los Angeles, hecanss the
wayr they'we kapt the place 13 perfect

What was really important to you?
After the kitchen and bathrosm, feat
hawing it hueer 1 liked it Chatting the right
which iz not really done in Nenr Yotk

What's it like to live in such a multi-
PUrpose FpaceT

Wy atudio g3 not lage, kot it°s big encugh
to otk frome, I we haee a meally ki job,
it apills ok infe the hallwaor, Dot then 1t
all ooes ey agaim.

Bscanxae [ have the table, this iz the
place that ewenmne Gomes aroind to
hamyg ot at, whether [ cook or net. [ like
pecpls o be arcund for Wilbam, becaize
he'z an only child, 22 it's good that he
can hase play dates here and they can
hawve lota of apace to run arcand if it's a

Taimy day.




