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full nelson

Sited on a grassy spur above Waimea inlet this house by Jeromy Smith |

of Inving Smith Jack looks easl to Tasman Bay and wost 1o the Kahurangi mountains.
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THE BRIEF WAS CLEAR, [ur allits apparcat contradictions. Having
found and bought {ina day) the | 8ha paddock on a grassy shope running
dlevoen 103 the Wainnes Tolet, the owiers, » socshle, semi-retired m'uj_}]&',
asked Jeremy Smith of Nolson Trving Smith Tack Architeers to esign
a home that opened itsell 1o the vicws and the sun, yer had ample wall
space lur si; was a comfbortable space lor two peaple, by was ready
tor weloome a crowed; bad a separate building for gucsrs, which sell (eli
comnected to the main house; and had a clean, contemporary style thar
wonld also be st case with s colleetion of antigue farnishings.

Jinobwions building sire besteade s small spor looking strashe ou
owver the tidal cstiary that washes in anid our from “lasman Bay. Smitl's
approach was w split the living spaces into two rectilinear forms sither
side of the north-south spur, connected along the spine by an external
courtyard. Virtually no carth was moved, sl nesrhy all ourside areas
have heen kept to ground level. Rather than just sitting on its section,
the hose is designed ta be ol T sire, “Lhe idea is that it engages the sire
aned uzes it intertally and exicrnally to make what is guites small house
seetn larpet,” Siith says.

Located in & distrder of lifestyle blocks, and reached by @ fural
driveway, the main howse (166m?) is ser to the cast on the highest poine
of the spur, with the gerape and goesthouse (94m7) directly in front,
Lelow the ceniral couryymrd, The fine, horizanral plavar roof forms,
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which reflect the ridges of the spur, sim 10 create o displaced ool

lanelseape Tinking the rwo buildings and the external spaces.

Square, shallow steps, encrached upon by grasses spilling from
dense clay soil, skiet up (o 1he main house, pasi 4 small lap pool wedped
between  low wall and the northers end of the house. The reflactions
all the water, and a row of tall resds, soften the salid north aspedt,
There's a promise of big views Ihtﬂﬁgh.ﬂ_ﬁide wivrdow bt little is given
away until you b to Face the cacry, whers, rather than being met by
a:front door, you're groeted by-a long set of bi folds and a horizonial
shatted soreen above, The sereen continues theough 1o the inside and in
wne sweep takes you right imae the coneral space and Teads vou out over
the eastern courlyard.

By carelully huilding up the bank hefow, the architeet has conirived
tovmake: it seem that the hillside has dropped away compleiely, Wishing,
of conese, to take alvanisge of the yawn of the estoary to the cast and
the Kalueang tHankaing tothe west, Jeremy Smith worked for 6 sense
ol iransparency and visual connection theoughout the house. There
e continuous views and openings from ane side 1o e mher in overy
roonn "lts about getting people to the edges of the buildings, which
is whese yenr want 1o be in this climate,” Smith says. The wide bi folds
and esiernal-moumied sliding: doors snd windows allow the owners o
choose between sun and shade, 1o close off one side to e wind or apen

PREVIOUS PAGES: The Jeremy Smith-designed Walmea houze, viewed from the north. A courtyard with barbegue areqa separates tha house from the garage and
guest acccommodation. ABOVE: Faney o bathroom with a view? The south end of the house 15 canlilvered over the sloping site. OVERLEAF: Tha approach to the
houss from the north. PAGE 61, TOP: Looking from the dining area east over Waimea Inlet. PAGE 61, BELOW: Living area al ths north end of the houas.

iall up on s calm day When the sun is at its zenith, the solid novth end
blocks it our, kecping the honse and farnizhings cool.

Adding some movernent and velief 1o ihe esentially rectangular
situctore, the lighrweisht conerele walls and plywood cladding of the
exterior step out toogive widil for living arcas and tigheen ar entry
poiats. Loside, a rich eolleciion of antique (uritare and orental nugs,
annl @ side dres with exposed rafrers and sn nser window s, serve to
delineire and break vp the open space, An 1880s circular walmur table
diominates the centee, sofas and enclosing walls define the fireplace (Lhe
only fovm of heating apant from the sun ) and baili-in shelves are placed
at the northermn end, Large colontal-ers picces ane accommodated
within (he living space, which fnereased in size at the owners” reguest
more than once doving planming, ;

Ficking up on the warmih of the Runishings, (e diverting quality of the
atbwith, aned the allable nature of the owners, the breezy blue kirchen o
theright of the eniry facilitates all-roamd socializing, keeping the cooks at
the ceatre, The side bench opers dircetly anto the central conartyard s
open air fircplace  the owners car ouside meost days, winler ot summner,

The continuous Atverican ok looring, and the muddy colour
palenis chosen to reflect the estuary, tie the kirchen/living and compact
bodeoom aress together Past o smiall brealkfase deck and study; the
master bedroom at the Front of the howse runs sipht off the sporand i

cantileversd ot bver the polit to provide & spaiial ending thar defines
the:bedroom as a more private space (han the open living arca. The gap
beneath also allows the gues hoose s view theough tothe inlet (and its
pecleet lor the wond pile),

Sull rue to s ourside inside ving el doors: open at the end o
4 slightly dizeving balcony with an invisible glass balustrade, ourdoor
shower and Gransparen) door throngh o the ensuite. Windows o all
slides Trame either @ smowy Me Avthoe or wrigsly Gidal streans — the
plain wooden-plank and ﬁ.lbl!er—ﬁlii:lr flporing sugpests a ship's deck
The pucsthouse below Is hidden by 5 Targe rct;muug wll, bkt up e
actag i fence betwetn the two house structures and prowide the central,
commnecting courtyard with some enclosure wul shelier. Sepurating and
levweriny the paest building follilled the inyners’ degice that the views from
the main house not be internpeed by the cxtes bedrooms or the garepe.
Sreps lead down behind the wall to the simple twe-bedroom, bathroom
aned klichenetie guarters, frequenty occupied by (Heuds o family,

Thehouse, which came inat BEFO000, s commected 1o Lhe landscape,
and provides a clean backdiop Tor the Tvees of the owners;, and for
foenishings and sriwork socumuolated over the voars, 1he inenegs are
compleiely #t home with the desipn (the recipicor of a 2006 NAIA
Melson / Marlborongh Local Avchiteetuee Awrard), which muoves easily
between guictly comfortable and openly social. MARSIE GLaRK
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